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HEARINGS ON HILL-KENNEDY BILL 


On 10 and 11 April 1956 the Subcommittee on Health of 
the Senate Committee on Labor and Public Welfare, under the 
chairmanship of Senator Lister Hill, held hearings in the 
old Supreme Court Chamber of the Capitol on S. 3430, a bill 
to promote the progress of medicine and to advance the na- 
tional health and welfare by creating a National Library of 
Medic ine e 

10 April: The hearings began with a preliminary state- 
ment from Senator John F. Kennedy, co-sponsor of the bill. 
This was followed by a panel of distinguished witnesses, led 
by Dr. Alan Gregg (Rockefeller Foundation), and including 
Dr. Michael E, DeBakey (Baylor University), Dr. Edward D. 
Churchill (Massachusetts General Hospital), Dr. Frank Glenn, 
(American College of Surgeons), Dr. Frank Forster (Associa- 
tion of American Medical Colleges), and Dr. Henry K. Beecher 
(Harvard University). Dr. Frank B, Berry, Assistant Secre- 
tary of Defense (Health and Medical), presented the views of 
his Department, and Dr, William S, Middleton, Chief Medical 
Director of the Veterans Administration, spoke for that a- 
gency. Dr. Lowell T. Coggeshall and Dr. Leonard A, Scheele 
spoke for the Department of Health, Education, and Welfare 
and the Public Health Service and submitted the draft of a- 
mending legislation which would place the National Library 
of Medicine within the Public Health Service, Testimony by 
Dr. Worth B, Daniels (Society of Medical Consultants to the 
Armed Forces), Mr. Frederick G. Kilgour (American Library 
Association), Miss Janet Doe (Medical Library Association), 
and Dr. Sanford V. Larkey (Friends of the Armed Forces Medi- 
cal Library) completed the day's hearings. 

11 April: The hearings were opened with a statement by 
Mr, L.Quincy Mumford, Librarian of Congress. Dr. Preston A, 
McLendon spoke for the American Medical Association and the 
Medical Society of the District of Columbia, Dr. Lucius R, 
Wilson and Admiral Dallas G. Sutton (USN retired) represent- 
ed the American Hospital Association, Dr. Theodore E. Wood- 
ward represented the American College of Physicians, and Dr. 
John Parks spoke for the American Academy of Obstetrics and 
Gynecology. 

All witnesses gave strong support to the establishment 
of a National Library of Medicine; some favored independent 
agency status, while others preferred that the Library be 
established under an existing agency. It is expected that 
the Senate Committee will now consider these matters in ex- 
ecutive session. 
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ACQUISITIONS SYMPOSIUM 


The symposium on Acquisitions Policy of the Nationa] 
Medical Library was held in the main reading room of the Li-. 
brary on 12 April 1956, One hundred and forty people were 
on hand to participate in six hours of discussion of this 
important topic, 

Mr, Samuel Lazerow, Assistant Librarian for Acquisi- 
tions, opened the symposium by introducing the Director of 
the Armed Forces Medical Library, Lt. Col. Frank B. Rogers, 
who defined the nature of the problem and gave the charge to 
the panelists, Mr. Verner W. Clapp (Library of Congress) 


discussed the problem from the standpoint of library tech- | 
nology; Dr. Benjamin Manchester (George Washington Univer. | 


sity) considered it from the standpoint of clinical medicine, 


and Dr. Homer W, Smith (New York University) from the stand- | 


point of medical research, 
Following a buffet luncheon, served in an improvised 
area of the first floor corridors, the subject was taken up 


by Dr. Richard H, Shryock (Johns Hopkins University) speak- | 


ing as a medical historian; Mr. Frederick G. Kilgour (Yale 


University) spoke on the problem from the standpoint of stra-} 


tegic intelligence, and Dr. Arthur E, Bestor, Jr. (Univer- 


sity of Illinois) spoke from the standpoint of general his- | 


toriography. Following Dr. Bestor's presentation there was 
some discussion from the floor, led by Dr. Saul Jarcho (New 
York City) and Dr. Morris H. Saffron (Passaic, New Jersey), 
The symposium was closed with a summary of the various pre- 
sentations by Mr. Keyes D, Metcalf (Rutgers University). 

Staff members of the Library, primarily for whose bene- 
fit the symposium was held, and many of the distinguished 
guests who were present commented most favorably on the suc- 
cess of this undertaking. 


ADVISORY GROUP MEETING 


The Armed Forces Medical Library Advisory Group met at 
the Library on 13 April 1956. Present were Miss Mary Louise 
Marshall, Dr, Worth B, Daniels, Dr. Robert M, Stephan, Dr. 
Saul Jarcho, Captain William L. Engelman, USN, Colonel Rus- 
sell S, Leone, USAF, Colonel Joseph H, McNinch, USA, and the 
Director of the Library. Dr. Austin Smith was the only ab- 
sent member of the Group. 

After a brief review of the various programs of the Li- 
brary, the Advisory Group spent its major effort in revievw- 
ing the implications of pending legislation on the Library, 
The Group drew up a position paper on this issue for trans- 
mission through The Surgeon General of the Army to the Chair- 
man of the Senate Committee on Labor and Public Welfare, 


PORTRAIT SOLICITATION 


A continuing effort is made by the Armed Forces Medical 
Library to add to the already large portrait collection in 
its Art Section, In recent months a special effort has been 
made to add the photographs of faculty members holding the 
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ranks of professor and associate professor in American medi- 
cal schools; by the end of May all schools will have been 
solicited. The criterion of selection for this particular 
program was established because it was felt that the profes- 
sional group embraces a large segment of the American medi- 
cal community making significant contributions to medical 
science. The canvass will be continued along other special 
axes, such as membership in specialty boards and recipients 
of honors and awards, 

The response to this solicitation has been magnificent; 
the Library has already received, mounted and cataloged over 
700 photographs of prominent medical educators. 

The Art Section, which now contains 26,000 portraits of 
medical men of the last 400 years, has always been heavily 
used by journals, newspapers, exhibitors and the motion pic- 
ture industry; television, with its appetite for visual ma- 
terials of all sorts, has added a new dimension to the Art 
Section's reference service, Beyond the present extensive 
use of the collection lies its more enduring values in the 
illumination of medical history by means of the portraits of 
the men who have made it. 


SIGMUND FREUD CENTENARY EXHIBIT 
(6 May 1856 - 23 September 1939) 


The exhibit of the month is devoted to the life and 
works of Sigmund Freud, Although best known for his epochal 
work in psychoanalysis, Freud made many important contribu- 
tions to other fields, the rich and varied nature of which 
is revealed in a selection of his works in anatomy, neurol- 
ogy, sociology, folklore, anthropology, mythology, and reli- 
gion, 

In the exhibit the course of Freud's scientific contri- 
butions is charted chronologically. Beginning with his o- 
riginal research on the spinal cords of lower fishes, the 
paths of his investigations are traced through his work on 
cerebral diplegia and aphasia to the genesis of psychoanaly- 
sis. To illustrate some of Freud's less well-known research, 
slides are shown which were prepared by Freud's gold chlor- 
ide method, neurological tissue suspended in Freud's modifi- 
cation of Reikert's solution, and also a galvanometer of the 
period (to indicate his use of electrotherapy). Samples of 
Erythroxylon coca leaves, cocaine hydrochloride, anda lac- 
rimal syringe are exhibited as illustrations of his studies 
on the anesthetizing properties of cocaine in eye surgery. 
Pictures, cartoons, facsimile letters and published accounts 
of his investigations complete the exhibit. A brief bio- 
graphical sketch with a list of works by and about Freud has 
been prepared for distribution, 

The May exhibit was prepared by Miss Sheila Parker of 
the Reference Division, Armed Forces Medical Litrary, work- 
ing jointly with Miss Helen Purtle, Assistant Curator of the 
Medical Museum, Armed Forces’ Institute of Pathology. The 
exhibit will be transferred to the Medical Museum after its 
initial showing in the Library. 















SOVIET VIEWS ON MEDICAL LIBRARIANSHIP 


We have noted with interest an article entitled "The 
r6le of medical libraries in ideologico-political education 
and qualification of medical workers" which appeared in Sos 
vetskoe Zdravookhranemie (1951, no. 2, p.9). The article i 
by P. I. Kolosov, Director of the State Central Scientific 
Medical Library in Moscow, 





"Medical libraries in bourgeois countries -- 
America, England, and others, exist only on dona- 
tions, membership fees, and charity. Only library 
members who pay membership fees have access to the 
literature... Medical libraries are in the serv- 
ice of reactionary forces. This refers first of 
all to the selection of personnel... The person- 
nel of the Army Medical Library, for example, is 
the subject of narrow and undeviating Civil Serv- 
ice control. The library is denied the right to 
recruit direct, The qualifications of the person- 
nel in medical libraries are very low, In the Army 
Medical Library the personnel is recruited chiefly 
from those who did not fit in well elsewhere." 


These remarks seem to have been based on a speech of 
Colonel H. W. Jones, formerly Director of the Army Medical 
Library, as reported in the Bulletin of the Medical Library 
Association (33:150-63, 1945)7° 





"The subject of personnel has been’ touched 
upon and here again we must deal plainly with the 
subject, In the last twenty-five years, up toa 
few years ago, the library personnel, to a very 
considerable extent, was recruited from those who 
did not fit in well elsewhere... Most were un- 
trained in library practice, That day is done..." 





Speaking of the importance of political training of li- 
brary personnel in the USSR, Mr. Kolosov says: 


"The aim of medical libraries in selection of 
literature is to aid medical workers in the study 
of Marxism-Leninism, in the moulding of material- 
istic ideology and in the application of material- 
istic teaching to practical work... The State Cen- 
tral Scientific Medical Library compiles, with the 
help of special institutions, comprehensive subject 
indexes on the following subjects: the classics of 
Marxism-Leninism about public health, medicine, and 
biology; the classics of Marxism-Leninism concern- 
ing science, history, staff, specialists, ethics, 
and morals, etc." 
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